
About the presenter 

Dr. Peter Gerhardt 
is a Consultant whose 
private practice is based 
in Baltimore, MD. He 
is the author or co-
author of articles and 
book chapters on the 
needs of adults with 

autism spectrum disorder, the school-to-
work-transition process and analysis and 
intervention of problematic behavior. He 
has presented nationally and internationally 
on these topics. 

He currently serves on numerous 
professional advisory boards, including the 
Autism Society of America, MAAP Services, 
NJ COSAC and ASPEN. In 2002 Dr. 
Gerhardt became the Chairman of the 
Scientific Council of the Organization for 
Autism Research. Previous professional 
positions include serving as the Executive 
Director Nassau Suffolk Services for 
Autism and an appointment as Research 
Asst. Professor at the Rutgers University 
Graduate School of Applied and 
Professional Psychology where he served as 
the Director of the Division of Transition 
and Adult Services at the Douglass 
Developmental Disabilities Center. It was in 
this capacity that he co-founded the 
Douglass Group, a social skills and support 
service for adults with Aspergers Disorder 
or High Functioning Autism.  

Dr. Gerhardt received his doctorate from 
the Rutgers University Graduate School of 
Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Autism Society           
of  Berks County           

presents our           
11th Annual           

Conference on           
Autism   

 

“Bridges to Adulthood for 
Adolescents with Autism: 
Promoting Lives of 
Competence and Quality” 
 

Presenter: 

 Peter Gerhardt, Ph.D., Ed.D. 

Thursday, April 29, 2010 

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Reading Country Club 

Reading, PA 
 

(5.5) Act 48 Credits Available 
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“Bridges to Adulthood for 
Adolescents with Autism: 
Promoting Lives of 
Competence and Quality” 
Today, professionals, families and learners 
with ASD are beginning to redefine the 
outcomes of the transition process beyond 
simple job placement to focus on career 
development and measures of personal 
competence and life satisfaction. In place of 
residential placement, we are now beginning 
to talk about residential choices in support 
of quality of life.  This workshop will 
provide an overview and practical 
suggestions for transition planning for 
competent adulthood.  In addition to 
employment support, attention will be paid 
to instructional support in the areas of social 
skills, sexuality, and quality of life concerns.  
 
Workshop Objectives 
After having attended this workshop, 
participants will be able to:  
 
Identify the components of a comprehensive 
transition plan 

Describe the individually determined 
components of an assessment of quality of life 

Identify a minimum of 6 strategies for 
promoting greater social competence in learners 
with ASD 

Describe the three component of sexuality 
education and discuss how they might impact 
the learner with ASD  

Recognize the importance of including peer 
training as one component of successful 
transition planning 

THE AGENDA  

8:30 am – 9:00 am - Registration 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm - Main session 

12:00 pm – 12:30 pm - Lunch 

12:30 pm  – 2:00 pm - Continued 

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm – Evaluation & wrap-up  
 
*The lunch buffet menu will include breast of 
chicken, sirloin burgers, grilled salmon, assorted 
salads, mixed vegetables, mashed potatoes and a 
variety of desserts. 
 

Location:  
Reading Country Club        
5311 Perkiomen Ave    
Reading, PA 19606           
(610) 779-1000                 
http://www.readingcountryclub.com  
 
FROM POINTS EAST: Take 422 East Bypass. Go to 
the traffic light, Shelbourne Square and turn right at the 
light, into shopping center. Turn around in the parking 

lot and come back to the same light. Make a left at the 
same light onto 422 West Reading Country Club is the 
first driveway on the right. 

FROM POINTS WEST: Take 422 West Bypass.  
After passing Dairy Queen on the left, proceed to the next 
traffic light. Go through this traffic light. 
Reading Country Club is next driveway on the right. 
 
Cancellations:  Due to the reduced cost of this event, 
refunds will not be issued.  If you are unable to attend, 
you may transfer your registration to another person.  
In the event this program is cancelled for any reason, 
the Autism Society of Berks will not be responsible 
for any cancellation charges assessed for travel or 
lodging.   

Autism Society of Berks 2010 Conference 

REGISTRATION 

Name _____________________________ 

Role: _____________________________ 

Organization:_______________________ 

Address ___________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Telephone _________________________ 

Email address _______________________ 

FEE (program materials, continental 
breakfast, lunch) 

□ 75.00 Professional certificate of 
attendance, 5.5 hours of Act 48 credits 

I will attend for 5.5 Act 48 Credits yes no 

□ 40.00 Certificate of attendance for 
family and community members 

Register Online at: 
www.autismsocietyofberks.org  

or mail registrations by 4/23/10 to:             
Autism Society of Berks County,      
PO Box 6683, Wyomissing, PA 19610 

Registration fee or Purchase Order must be received by Monday, 
April 26, 2010. Late or on-site registration will be charged an 
additional $10.00.  

Note: Registration confirmation notices 
will not be mailed.  


